HAYWARDS HEATH TOWN COUNCIL
PLANNING ADVISORY GROUP
Notes of the meeting held on Monday, 9 August 2021
C N Laband (Chairman)
A C McPherson (Vice Chairman) **
Mrs C Cheney
C C J Evans *
Mrs S J Inglesfield
R A Nicholson **
M J Pulfer
S Wickremaratchi **
* Absent
** Apologies
Also present:

35.

Councillor Mrs S M Ellis
Councillor H A Mundin

Apologies
The following apologies were received:
Member

Reason for Absence

Cllr A C McPherson
Holiday
Cllr R A Nicholson
Holiday
Cllr S Wickremaratchi Holiday
36.

Minutes
The notes of the meeting held on Monday, 19 July 2021 were confirmed.

37.

Substitutes
Councillor Mrs Ellis substituted for Councillor Wickremaratchi. Councillor Mundin
substituted for Councillor McPherson. In the absence of Councillor McPherson,
Councillor Laband nominated Councillor Pulfer to act as Vice Chairman for the
meeting. This was AGREED unanimously by Members.

38.

Members' Declarations of Interest
Councillor Clive Laband made the following declaration:
"I declare a personal interest in all planning applications under agenda item 6 as an
elected Member of Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC) and as an appointed Member
of the (MSDC) District Planning Committee. I further reserve the right to alter my views
should the applications come before the District Planning Committee, based on
contributions from the public, other Members or reports from MSDC Officers."
cont.

38.

Members' Declarations of Interest (cont.)
Councillor Mike Pulfer made the following declaration:
"I declare a personal interest in all planning applications under agenda item 6 as an
elected Member of Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC) and as an appointed Member
of the (MSDC) Planning Committee. I further reserve the right to alter my views should
the applications come before the Planning Committee, based on contributions from
the public, other Members or reports from MSDC Officers."

39.

Planning Appeals
Members noted that the following appeal had been lodged in respect of MSDC's
decision to refuse planning permission:
Date Lodged &
References
13/07/2021
AP/21/0034
APP/D3830/W/21/3269094

Site

Description

Workshop & Garages
North Road
HAYWARDS HEATH
RH16 3NJ

Demolition of existing
buildings and cessation of
existing commercial uses
(B1/B8 use) and
redevelopment of site to
provide 6 new dwellings (C3
use), comprising 5 x terraced
units and 1 x detached unit,
together with associated car
parking and landscaping.
Existing accesses from
Eastern and North Road to
be retained. (Amended
drawings received on
13.08.2020 to include angled
window to bed 1 of plot 6, full
hipped roofs to plots A and E
and section to show the
south-west elevation of plot
6.) Additional information
received on 29.09.2020.

(DM/20/1470 refers)

40.

Licensing Applications
There were none.

41.

Comments and Observations on Planning Applications
Members made comments and observations on 18 planning applications as per
Appendix 1 attached.

42.

Items Agreed as Urgent by the Chairman
There were none.
The meeting closed at 7:49pm.

This meeting was conducted and recorded using the Zoom video conferencing
application. It was not a meeting of the Planning Committee as virtual meetings may not
take place after 7th May 2021. However, face to face meetings have been suspended
until the Town Council decides it is appropriate to return to the Council Chamber and/or
the Town Hall to host a physical meeting with Members and staff fully vaccinated. The
Town Council has agreed not to hold any meetings before 1st September 2021 but has
resolved that meetings may commence in the interim if agreed by the Mayor/Leader and
Town Clerk. Therefore, these Advisory Group meetings are to allow Councillors to have
discussions on decisions that are needed to be made via delegated authority. The
delegation is to the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman, as the
Town Council can delegate authority to an officer but not to an elected member. The
Group's discussions have therefore assisted the Clerk in his deliberations, there has
been no voting and no decisions made by the Planning Committee, which is now an
Advisory Group. (Refer to Minute 19, Annual Meeting of the Council dated 5th May 2021.)

APPENDIX 1
Week 1
DM/21/2380 – 16 Ashenground Close
3 x trees (unknown) to be trimmed back to boundary fence.

Ashenground

The Town Council defers this decision to Mid Sussex District Council's Tree Officer.
DM/21/2505 – 43 Perrymount Road
Heath
Change of use from financial and professional services to indoor sport, recreation or fitness.
No comment.
DM/21/2555 – 1 Sussex Gardens
(T1) Oak tree – reduce by 2.5m. (T2) Scots Pine – reduce by 1.5m.

Franklands

The Town Council defers this decision to Mid Sussex District Council's Tree Officer.
DM/21/2566 – 320–326 Franklands Village
Creation of 7 additional residents parking spaces.

Franklands

No comment.
DM/21/2647 – 41 Lucastes Avenue
T1 and T2 Conifer – fell.

Lucastes

The Town Council defers this decision to Mid Sussex District Council's Tree Officer.

Week 2
DM/21/2205 – 92 Lewes Road
Roof windows to rear roof slope. (Address amended to 92 Lewes Road.)

Franklands

The Town Council notes the amendment of the address from 94 Lewes Road to 92 Lewes Road and
has no further comment to make.
DM/21/2624 – Trefusis, 17 Bolnore Road
Lucastes
Installation of an aluminium flat-top close-boarded gate finished in black which will be 2.1 metres tall
and made to suit a 3.3 metre-wide gateway. Works to include removal of existing wooden gate and
posts which have partly perished. Installation of a matching pedestrian gate to same height.
No comment.
DM/21/2644 – Land adjacent 1–5 The Birches, Southdowns Park
Franklands
Oak Tree (T1059) – reduce the growth on the southern side of the tree by 3m to balance. Oak (T1062)
– reduce crown to approx. 10m just below the lowest major limb (pollard).
The Town Council defers this decision to Mid Sussex District Council's Tree Officer.
DM/21/2674 – Colwell House, 108 Lewes Road
Franklands
Internal alterations and refurbishment to the first floor. The proposal is to create a plan that allows for
6 bedrooms, 4 of which will have an en suite, 1 family bathroom and a linen closet.
No comment.

DM/21/2679 – Lloyds Bank, 31–33 Perrymount Road
Heath
Conversion of the building to 38 residential units under permitted development as allowed for by
Schedule 2 Part 3 Class O of the Town and Country Planning Order 2016.
The Town Council has serious concerns over this prior approval application and the reasons for this
are as follows:
Despite the proposed number of on-site parking spaces (88 spaces), the change of use from office
to residential would inevitably have a detrimental impact on the demand for on-street parking and
highway safety in an already congested Perrymount Road. Perrymount Road is a major pedestrian
and cyclist route between the railway station, Waitrose and Clair Hall at its northern end, and the The
Broadway 'entertainment area' and town centre to its south. Any intensification in the amount of
parking and/or traffic in the road would make things increasingly difficult for both pedestrians and
cyclists.
The Town Council advocates more sustainable transport for the town, which includes cycling and the
introduction of cycle routes to and from the station. The prevalence of this type of application in
Perrymount Road undoubtedly impedes this aspiration, with ongoing issues around the 'station
quarter' area where parking is already at saturation point. Perrymount Road serves as a gateway
leading up from the station to The Broadway and the town centre, and the Town Council has
misgivings about the knock-on effect that this application would have on the character of the town,
local businesses and eating establishments, all of which the Town Council is trying to encourage,
promote and support.
The Town Council is disappointed that current planning legislation effectively withdraws all planning
restraints that protect the commercial office space which provides employment for the town, and that
unfettered change of use effectively undermines the parking strategy for the wider area to the
detriment of residents in the town. In spite of Mid Sussex District Council's Haywards Heath Town
Centre Masterplan Supplementary Planning Document (March 2021), Perrymount Road is no longer
a centre for employment and it will have a huge parking problem. As a matter of urgency, the Town
Council asks that West Sussex County Council's Highways Officer examines the likely parking
implications that would result from the approval of this application.
DM/21/2681 – Central House, 25–27 Perrymount Road
Heath
Prior approval for change of use from Office (B1) to 48 flats (C3) (44 no. 1 bedroom and 4 no. 2
bedroom). A resubmission of approved application reference DM/21/1819 with minor variation to the
proposed parking.
The Town Council has serious concerns over this prior approval application and the reasons for this
are as follows:
Despite the proposed number of on-site parking spaces (60 spaces), the change of use from office
to residential would inevitably have a detrimental impact on the demand for on-street parking and
highway safety in an already congested Perrymount Road. Perrymount Road is a major pedestrian
and cyclist route between the railway station, Waitrose and Clair Hall at its northern end, and the The
Broadway 'entertainment area' and town centre to its south. Any intensification in the amount of
parking and/or traffic in the road would make things increasingly difficult for both pedestrians and
cyclists.
The Town Council advocates more sustainable transport for the town, which includes cycling and the
introduction of cycle routes to and from the station. The prevalence of this type of application in
Perrymount Road undoubtedly impedes this aspiration, with ongoing issues around the 'station
quarter' area where parking is already at saturation point. Perrymount Road serves as a gateway
leading up from the station to The Broadway and the town centre, and the Town Council has
cont.

DM/21/2681 – Central House, 25–27 Perrymount Road (cont.)
Heath
misgivings about the knock-on effect that this application would have on the character of the town,
local businesses and eating establishments, all of which the Town Council is trying to encourage,
promote and support.
The Town Council is disappointed that current planning legislation effectively withdraws all planning
restraints that protect the commercial office space which provides employment for the town, and that
unfettered change of use effectively undermines the parking strategy for the wider area to the
detriment of residents in the town. In spite of Mid Sussex District Council's Haywards Heath Town
Centre Masterplan Supplementary Planning Document (March 2021), Perrymount Road is no longer
a centre for employment and it will have a huge parking problem. As a matter of urgency, the Town
Council asks that West Sussex County Council's Highways Officer examines the likely parking
implications that would result from the approval of this application.
DM/21/2693 – Trefusis, 17 Bolnore Road
Lucastes
Removal of existing shallow pitched roof, and creation of new first floor home office space. Creation
of pitched roof in a vernacular style, to include two forward facing dormer windows.
No comment.

Week 3
DM/21/2504 – 60 Lewes Road
Franklands
Two storey rear extension, single storey side extension and associated internal alterations.
Conversion of existing detached garage with roof extension into habitable space (ancillary
accommodation to main dwelling).
No comment.
DM/21/2546 – 84 Middle Village
Lucastes
Replace two windows and French Doors from white wood to white PVCU to match existing windows
and doors design.
No comment.
DM/21/2551 – 39 Mill Green Road
Retrospective application for a pagoda to the rear.

Heath

No comment.
DM/21/2730 – Central House, 25–27 Perrymount Road
Heath
Prior approval for change of use from Office (B1) to 48 flats (C3) (44 no. 1 bedroom and 4 no. 2
bedroom).
The Town Council objects to this prior approval application and the reasons for this are as follows:
Given the proposed number of on-site parking spaces (7 spaces), the change of use from office to
residential would inevitably have a detrimental impact on the demand for on-street parking and
highway safety in an already congested Perrymount Road. Perrymount Road is a major pedestrian
and cyclist route between the railway station, Waitrose and Clair Hall at its northern end, and the The
Broadway 'entertainment area' and town centre to its south. Any intensification in the amount of
parking and/or traffic in the road would make things increasingly difficult for both pedestrians and
cyclists.
The Town Council advocates more sustainable transport for the town, which includes cycling and the
cont.

DM/21/2730 – Central House, 25–27 Perrymount Road (cont.)
Heath
introduction of cycle routes to and from the station. The prevalence of this type of application in
Perrymount Road undoubtedly impedes this aspiration, with ongoing issues around the 'station
quarter' area where parking is already at saturation point. Perrymount Road serves as a gateway
leading up from the station to The Broadway and the town centre, and the Town Council has
misgivings about the knock-on effect that this application would have on the character of the town,
local businesses and eating establishments, all of which the Town Council is trying to encourage,
promote and support.
The Town Council is disappointed that current planning legislation effectively withdraws all planning
restraints that protect the commercial office space which provides employment for the town, and that
unfettered change of use effectively undermines the parking strategy for the wider area to the
detriment of residents in the town. In spite of Mid Sussex District Council's Haywards Heath Town
Centre Masterplan Supplementary Planning Document (March 2021), Perrymount Road is no longer
a centre for employment and it will have a huge parking problem. As a matter of urgency, the Town
Council asks that West Sussex County Council's Highways Officer examines the likely parking
implications that would result from the approval of this application.
DM/21/2738 – 21 Barnmead
Ground floor single storey extension.

Heath

As this is an application for a Lawful Development Certificate and is therefore a legal matter, the Town
Council defers the decision to Mid Sussex District Council.
DM/21/2813 – Culzean, Franklands Village
Franklands
Silver Birch – remove a maximum of 4m from the height and up to 2m reduction from any of the
remaining canopy if necessary, and lower branches overhanging outside our garden.
The Town Council defers this decision to Mid Sussex District Council's Tree Officer.

