Work ongoing to ensure future of The Yews Community Centre

Organisations are continuing to work closely to safeguard the future of the Yews Community Centre in Haywards Heath.

The Yews, in Boltro Road, is a community centre for a wide range of voluntary groups and provides space for counsellors and advisors.

The County Council has been working closely with a group of local organisations, working together as the Haywards Heath Community Partnership (HHCP), to ensure the future of the centre. These include the Friends of The Yews, Haywards Heath Town Council, Mid Sussex District Council, the Council for Voluntary Service and Sussex Oakleaf.

A short-term arrangement has been put in place to ensure the centre stays open while work continues to set up this partnership as a registered charity and finalise formal handover arrangements to take over the long-term management of the centre.

County Council Leader Louise Goldsmith said: “The Yews provides a valuable service for the community, but doesn’t fall within our adult social care criteria and can no longer continue to be managed by the County Council. That’s why we’re working closely with the Friends of the Yews and other local organisations to look at other ways that the centre can be managed.

“This is a good example of the Big Society – organisations working together to take over the running of a valuable asset for the community. This is an opportunity to move to a new and innovative model for the delivery of voluntary sector services in Haywards Heath and we will do all we can to ensure it is a success and benefits the whole community.”

Elizabeth Peel, Chairman of the Friends of the Yews, said: “We are all very relieved that The Yews is not going to close. There has been a great deal of anxiety amongst groups about what might happen after April 1, but we can now look forward to a secure future and new developments.

“The Partnership has been working very hard with the County Council during the last fortnight, and there is still much work to do. The year ahead is going to be an exciting one. It will be a challenge to become financially sustainable and we will need the help and support of the local community. To this end we will shortly be launching an appeal for volunteers and funds.”

Last week, Haywards Heath Town Council unanimously agreed at an Extraordinary General Meeting to commit finance to assist with the future running of The Yews once a lease has been signed between the Partnership and the County Council.

Steve Trice, Haywards Heath Town Clerk, said: “The Town Council has assisted The Yews for many years because it houses a large number of invaluable groups and organisations who offer services for residents of the town.”

The Yews is home to more than 20 voluntary and self-help groups, including groups for people with physical disabilities, chronic conditions and sensory impairments, groups for children and young people, groups for depression, loneliness and mental health needs, groups for alcohol and substance misuse, and specialist groups.
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